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Some kids like frills and sparkles and bows and lots of pink. And some don’t. The girl who started The
Absolutely Positively No Princesses Book is sure that she wants a story full of nature and adventure. But
when a princess barges into the pages with her own opinions about what makes for a good story, the two
learn that they each have something to offer. Together they make the best story of all.

Story Themes:

Friendship/compromise

How do the characters compromise? What makes them learn how to be friends?
Compare/contrast

How are the two characters different? How are they alike?

Style: How does the author and illustrator use dialog and speech bubbles to tell the story? Who is Lita
talking to at the beginning? Who is LaDeeDa talking to at the end? How is the reader made part of the
story?

Can you judge a book — or a person — by its cover? What assumptions does Lita make about LaDeeDa?
What does she think princesses act like? What assumptions does LaDeeDa make about Lita? How
does she want to change Lita? How are they right? How are they wrong?

What is your first impression of LaDeeDa? How do you feel differently about her at the end of the
book than you did at the beginning? Is she a selfish princess who says, “Me, my, mine”?

What is your first impression of Lita? How do you feel differently about her at the end of the book than
you did at the beginning? Does she do anything that she thinks only princesses do?

What's expected about this story? What's unexpected? What is the problem that Lita and LaDeeDa
face? How is the problem solved?

Imagine you are making a book all about you like Lita. What would that look like? What activities
would you do? How would you feel if someone interfered with your plans?

Differences in points of view: How would you tell this story from Lita's point of view? From
LaDeeDa's? From the mountain lion's? From the dragon's? Write your version of the story from one of
the other character's point of view. Have fun with seeing the changes between the different versions.

How do the pictures help tell the story? Give an example of something that's shown in the art that isn't
said in words. Draw your own illustrations to one these pages and see how different you can be from



what the illustrator, Deborah Zemke, does. For example, the page where Lita yells, “Mine! Mine!
Mine!” Or the last page where the only word is “Friends.” How would you show Lita and LaDeeDa
being friends? How do the speech bubbles help tell the story? How can you tell which person is
talking?

Who caused the problem? How is it resolved?

Write a sentence or two that sums up what the book is about. Is it about making your own book? Is it
about friendship? Is it about learning to listen and see someone clearly instead of making assumptions
about them?

What happens when the two girls appreciate their differences rather than trying to make the other one
more like themselves? Do you have to be like somebody to be their friend? Describe a situation when
you became friends with somebody whom you thought at first could never be your friend? Draw your
friend as you first “saw” them. Then draw them as you see them now that you know them better.

What is it that Lita realizes she like about LaDeeDa. What does LaDeeDa like about Lita?

Make a list of what's important to you in a friend.
Now make a list of the things that don't matter.

If you were making your own book, all about YOU, what would it be about? What things would you
want to draw to describe your interests?



